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BEIRUT RIVERLESS

A holistic approach, based on systems level
and biomimicry thinking.

What made yon think of the concept
Beirut Riverless?

The installution of o solar array owver
Beirut River in 2003, While the project
is a great win for the renewable energy
sector, it signaled anoiher nail-in-the-
coffin for the river, the communitics
alongside i, and  the  palural
covironment. Beirut RiverLESS is a
research and action project studving

the tramsformation of Beirui River from
a  natwral  ecosystem o g waste
infrastructure, discharging  into  the
Mediterrunean seq. Beirut RiverLESS
propeses 4 set of wrban interventions
with the power to transtorm an urban
Blight into a healthy zocio-economic
SUCCESE-SI0TY.

Adib Dada is the
founder of

theltherDada [tOD]
Integrated
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Architecture, which
mission is to activate
projects across

architecture, design,
and art by creating
unconventional links
at the frontier of
sCence.

"Communities need to stop thinking of the river as a dirty canal."

If you had to name the most
imporiant challenge Iyving ahesd
for the “Beirat RiverLESS™ idea
to bee finalized, what wouold it be?

A shift in mindset:

Communities need 1o stop thinking
of the river as a dirty canal, and
remember ke lime where  their
parcnis and grandparents wsed o
gather along the banks of the river
tor fish., swim, picnic and coexisi.
Ministries and Municipalities meed
to stop thinking of the river as a
waste  infrastructure, where the
clean water s pumped al source
and is replaced by solid waste,

industrial effluent, agricoliural runofT

and raw monicipal sewage.  Beirot
River is a natural asset thar could be
reclaimed in the same manner as other
cities around the world have managed
to re-nature their urban rivers and turn
them back into Tuoctional ecosysiems
and vibrant spaces for community. This
leads w economiz empowerment of
vulnerahle communitics anid
environmental resilience of the city.

What is your strafegy of muking this
dream come trae?

A holistic approach, based on sysiems
level and biomimicry thinking, Our



strutegy  brewks the challenges down to
manageable parts, easy 1o implement and
replicate, soft and hard interventions across
These cover

cities  all  over Lebanon,

environmental rehabilitation, inclusive
urban plunning, aecess o soll mokility,
green infrastrucure. ..

One major step we have taken is the
planting of 2 dense native urban forests in
Mav 20009, one by the concrete banks of the
river in %in El Fil, and the other in Glhiobeir,
The Mivawaki method of wfforestation we
employ with our pariners, is a low-cost,
proven methodology that has proven to he
successful  worldwide, It consists of re-
wilding very small to large urban

arews,  lelover  spoces, roundaboulz  and
sidewalks,

Alforestation is scientibically recopnized as
one of the most effective ways o mitigate
climate change. reduce urban pollution and
leal island elTect, and restore the natwral
water ¢yele. Hence its importance us a
strategy alongside Beirur River,

To  curtail pelitical and  administrative
disinterest, our approach is geared towards
empowering  local comumunities  and
businesses o demond  sction and  loke
ownership of these leftover spaces, twming
them inte urban forests and vibrant social
and economic spaces.

What  sirsfegic  argoment would
determine  invesiors to develop Beirui
RiverLESS?
Environmental degradation  costs.  The
detevioration of the siver and the whole
coosystems  reluted Lo i, are costing the
public sector 4B3 million dollars per year
|as per 2003 data, figure should now be
much higher because of receni

environmental  problems  such  as
landfills  and
burning of wasie]. The river and s
surrounding areas are dead
environmental as well az almosi=dead

economic zones due to the pollution.

coastal unregulated

By cleaning the river and valorizing
it., we are jump-starting  economie
growlh and guining valvuable land on
hoth sldes of the river. The alm Is o
dir this with a sensitive long-term
view o avoid short-term economic
gains and  wrban
instead @
circular economy.

The positive impacts would also be
felt in the tourism sector which has

gentrification,

favoring regenerative

seen A gresl expansion and  move
towards =low and conscious eco-
lourisim.

Which measures would you like lo
see taken hy the authorities
fadministration to make Beirut
RiverLESS a realiiy?

First and foremost, stop the massive
dumping of solid waste, industrial
effluent, agriculiural ronoff and raw
municipal sewage. Limit the amouont
of water pumped ol source, 1o allow
the natural water evcle to be restored.
Slop the expansion ol the solar

array over the fiver. While it may have
been @ wseful pilot project, there are
more  efficient ways and plages 1o
develop such projects while reducing
the negative on the neighborhoods and
communitics. Empower communities
10 voice their concerns and act wpon
therm L regenerate their
neighborfoods,

Recognize and  Facilitate  PPP, offer
incentives T companies and
individuals o positively impact their
surroundings.

We can plant very dense native urban
forests for as little as $.00d) dollars per
100 square meters, Foresis which will
hecome  completely  self-sufficient
within 2 yvears, That means 400 nafive
trees and shrubs, which will sequester
CO2 and reduce pollution and  heat
levels. That means a restored natural
water ¢ycle, recharging are over-
exploited underground aguifers. That
means  helping  Lebanon  with  iis
[national woluntary  reductions lacget
77

formulated  ar COP2I,  helping
businesses  comply  with  the UN
Sustainable Development Goals 11, 13
and 15, That means giving Lebanon a
chance (o become more resilient in the
face of worldwide =social, economic

and climate crisis.




el US oW U e b
forests in Beirut

become completaely maintenance-free within 3 years.

Imagine transferming your corporate HU garden,

SUGI is an app which lets users initiate and fund Beirut River's banks, abandoned sites, landfills
the rewilding of urban areas by planting ultra- roundabouts, or any other leftover space into
dense, biodiverse forests in cities. habitats for birds to nest, for fruits to grow, for

frash air to blow, and for the magic of nature to thrive.
This results in cleaner air, lower temperatures,

COZ sequestration, enhanced biodiversity and Find out more about theOtherDada's work
better human physical and mental health. on theotherdada.com

With theOtherDada, our local rewilder in Lebanon, Download the SUGI app & find a cause

we have already successfully funded and planted that speaks to you.
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