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Dada is not the first environmentall ~ engaged architect, but his passio for biomimetic design ma es him stand out. After
training as an architect in  ebanonhe studied technolog and livings stemsin New or , themed a graduate
certificate in  ionimicr at Arizona tate Umversit . iomimicr is design inspired b Eweaturthing s
interconnected we re part of nature. This is theeb bne of m compan , hee plamglining how, for instance,

. driverless cars are modelled on algorithms that loo  to the naigation s ills of ants

is integrated approach is reflected ina recent afforestation pro ectinthe ebanon, wh involved planting 800 trees
around blighted  eirut river districts this sprigg. This ®stto rewild thecit plado Bdda s strengths, prmpting
him to collaborate with the curatorial organisation Temporar Art Platform as well as artists mar a howand harlel

amuel Aoun. Th participated in a wor shop whichadl part of ma ing us thin abut how we ma e pblic spaces.

t s about inviting artists wban ma ¢ a difference andit the same time, about integrating the communit  and other

.sociall  engagpractices in rethin ing the cit

eclearl finds wor giwith artists gratif ing. n 2016, Nigeria-boartist tobong N anga presenteddr ongoing

landversation performance pro ectat eirut Art entygusing on humanit slin theearth. N anga s initiative,
touching on social issues and environmental crises, chimed with Dada s aecerns and priorities. n f®iwe created a
table a circular structureiilt in an interactive wa based urban ecolog , wo ing with different parties suh as

. indigenous groups and polic ma erdesa s

Dada also formed part of the landversation multidisciplinar team when the pro ect launched in  hanghai the same ear,
lin igup with local urban planners and activists. That was ver much m ind of schemerporating architecture,
urban aspects and the ecological angle. Art is a vehicle that can reach out to people, especiall with an issue as comple

as climate change. is other pro énts hinainclude designing the e  Ibition et sTal thou eather: Artand

. Ecolog at the Timbfuseum in  uangzhou, using leftover and rec clable materials

Dada even sees local art and culture pro ect through the prism afature, viewing them as  ecostems  to be nourished.
uilding a contemporar ~ acbllection for e acht lub, a membersenue on eirut s waterfront desigd b the

architect teven oll, put hisrganisational and aesthetic faculties to the test, turning into a three- earpo ect which

. drew on a raft of local artists, curators and interior designers

The collection consists solel of wor sb ebanese artists. e ac uired wor s b ng adists, for around 1,000, and
also pieces b morestablished figures around the 40,000 mar . wasen site in a hard hat with the different artists. And
.then artists startedecommending artists, it was a ver ~ organic process

eirut still bearsthe scars of the civil war that lasted from 1975 to 1990, but Dada is helping cement the cit s status as
an art hub in the region. or igwiththe a a oundatiestablished in memor of his late sister-in-law, he helped
convert an abandoned factor onthe atraucoastline outside eirut ito a temporar e hibition spacdn 2018. The

wor sb a aTourbah Dada, a painter andchitect, were dotted around the disused site. he loved thatape, and it s
.notreall usedas venue. e told herstor there, hesa s

e hasalso collaborated with  olidere  a local deveper responsible for redeveloping huge swathes of ruined ~ eirut
launching dramatic public art commissions b the Argentinian- rendclrtist Pablo einoso and tle  elgian artist Arne
uinze in the eirut ous dwntown area. Dada clearl feels frstrated though b the red tape of local phtics and the

roadbloc s facbd public and private organisations set odaunching culture pro ects. ut he remains upbeat. edon t
need that support but it would be good

The ne t decade will bring more strateg pro ects he hopes taurture and develop under the tlerDada umbrella. A pilot
live/wor mitin eirut isone of several innovative schemes in the pipeline. never pretend to beurator. mla e

creative director with the vision and strateg and havea nac of finding the right Haborators to build multi-la  ered
.pro ects, Dadasa s
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