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theOtherDada: Native Urban Forests Built in Beirut

From May 24™ to 29" theOtherDada partnered with the social enterprise, Afforestt, to plant over 1,200
trees from 16 different native species in Beirut, as part of an Urban Afforestation Workshop. Through
utilizing the innovative Miyawaki Technique the forests created will be 100% more biodiverse, 30 times
denser, growing 10 times faster and absorbing noise and pollution 30 times more efficiently, than
conventional man-made forests.

The first site sits on the bank of Beirut River, where fifteen passionate participants revived a 200 square
meter area with the support of the Sin el Fil Municipality. The area was chosen specifically for its location
next to the river, which since its enclosure in concrete in 1968 has been cut off from the local community
and become a heavily polluted dumping ground. The urban forest will clean the air, radically reduce
flooding, recharge groundwater, reintroduce nature and become self-sufficient within three years.

The Urban Afforestation Workshop is part of theOtherDada’s Beirut RiverLESS project, a series of
initiatives to address the deterioration of the Beirut River and its negative impact on the surrounding
communities and environment.

theOtherDada and Afforestt joined SUGI, an application that provides a network for funding rewilding
efforts and urban forests, launched in tandem with the workshop; as well as Advanced Car Rental and
their Carbon Free Journey, as partners in the project.

After the success of the Sin el Fil site, the team also planted a second 100 square meter forest in a
cemetery near Horsh Beirut on the eve of Eid al-Fitr.

Beirut’s environmental degradation has left communities detached from nature and surrounded by
pollution. The workshop is one aspect of theOtherDada’s work in architecture, research and
consultancy to provide an alternative approach to sustainability through invoking new relationships
between climate, landscape, and inhabitants.

For more information, contact:
+961 1 976572
contact(@theotherdada.com

Forest 1 Information:

Location: Sin el Fil, Lebanon

Number of Trees Planted: 800 trees of 16 native species

Density: 800 trees in 200 square meters (equivalent to 4 trees in every square meter)

Methodology: Miyawaki Technique which creates forests that are 100% native, 30 times denser, 10 times faster in
growth and 30 times better in absorbing noise and pollution

Project Partners: theOtherDada - Afforestt — SUGi — Advanced Car Rental

Forest 2 Information:

Location: Cemetery in Beirut, Lebanon, planted just before Eid

Number of Trees Planted: 400 trees of 16 native species

Density: 400 trees in 100 square meters (equivalent to 4 trees in every square meter)

Methodology: Miyawaki Technique which creates forests that are 100% native, 30 times denser, 10 times faster in
growth and 30 times better in absorbing noise and pollution

Project Partners: theOtherDada — Afforestt
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PRESS LINKS:

Short Video Documentary: https://vimeo.com/348381254

Crowdfunding Video on SUGi project:
https://www.facebook.com/sugiproject/videos/2202707396505973/

Al Monitor — May 28 2019:
https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/05/beiruts-urban-forest-saving-its-river.html

Live interview on MTV —June 10 2019: https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=639654909871266

L'Orient Le Jour — August 07 2019:
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1181947/une-foret-urbaine-pres-du-fleuve-de-beyrouth.html

Adib Dada presents Beirut RiverLESS at Pecha Kucha sustainable waterways, Cleveland, USA:
https://www.cleveland.com/arts/2019/06/pechakucha-presenters-rocked-nautica-at-cuyahoga-50-
waterways-event.html

Bespoke Magazine — June/July 2019:

44 LIVING urban reforestation project

Waste Not

Litter doesn't just take decades, or sometimes even

centuries to decompose; it also contaminates our sail,
air and water. Luckily there's at least one Beirut-based

architecture firm that's doing something about it.

Wiardls: Nadia Michel

dib Dada describes bis fimn, theOtherDada, as: "a
Beirtt based for profit architecture sompany with
an emvironmental and social impact’, while his urban

mtereention project el £S5, & just one of the mary
interesting pro bana design projects that its taling on. (It also turrs
autthatther pro bono wark canstitutes SO per centof their business,
in monetany terms ) And the aitn of RiverlESS & o bring baslc the
diverse ecmyitern that once sxisted inone of Beirut's maost densehy
populated areas, the Beirut River. Thats a waterway that rurs sast
to west thraugh the <ity, before curving narth, separating Beinut itself
from its esstern suburbs, primariy Bour Hammaoud ard Sin €1 Fil
Histericaly, the river supplied the capital with watsr via & Roman
aqueduct but over e it was left unpratected from overgrazing
hurting, fire, deforestation, urban deve kprme at and waker polution,
tothe point that it was traneforned in | 968 fream & riparian river to a
conerete canal Today, that canal i just 2 passageway for il rmanapsd
sewage and rubbish but the Beirut RiverESS project has startedd £ 3t
leadt e habiitate the area that surreunds the river, i natthe meritelf

Mgttt the riverthere used to bewatlands, with lots oof diferent
tree spacies file Oak, native Pine, Pistachio trees, Strawbemy trees,
which have a red trunl; we've identfied 26 different species of trees
and shrubs," says Dada,

Using sermething called the Miawali mehnique, & proven
Japanese method used to ereate forests that prowe 30 imes denser
and ten fimes faster, theOtherDadda has partnered with Afforestt,
& service previder based in India that specialises in prowing native,
rnaintenance free forests in urban settings around the workl. And
after five years of research, Dada and his team have bagun by
planting a 200 sqm plat of those native trees and shrubs, a part of
a waorlshep that abo teaches a new erop of social entrepreneurs
about the rechnique

"We worked with nuseries whove hesn growing native tree
spedes far the last three years from seeds they've picled in the
forest, sa if's nat just seeds fram Italy or somewhere, which can
survive here. It really native plnts  we've found abaut 70 per

officialbespoke cam

Asharg Al-Awsat - August 17 2019: http://bit.ly/2ZnPdm2

BintJbeil.org - August 17 2019: http://bit.ly/2Zf8Mla
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IN ORDER TO FUND THE
REMAINING 1,800 SQUARE
METRES OF THE FOREST,
THE FIRM HAS PARTNERED
WITH SUGL, A NEW CROWD-
FUNDING APP.

»?
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Abevwa: This & Beiruts hrgest open river: it originares
30 ldomewes inknd 3t a0 dtide of around 1,500
metres from & spring in Hammana and ancther in
Tare hiche Riverl ESS s deve Isping a bertom-up phn 1o
bring s watersher b o e

cent of the species we need, which i 2nough for us to start" And by
native, Dada maans species that existed ever 3 thousand years ago,
and he is hepeful that in addition to beautifing the area, it will attract
plenty of fauna including urtan pelinators lie bees, bats, heetles
and bircs

"Beirut River Valley is an impeartant bird area and its recoprised
a3 Catepary 4, which is one of the highest eatepories, because it's a
rmigratory path for birds waveling from Africa ing Eurape, " he adds
“Lebanon is lile the funnel because they den't fiyover the sea ar the
rountain, they fiy aver aur narmew coast, which is why we have a
kot eof hurters. In the winer, it's the reverse. "

Inorder tofund the rennaining 1,800 square metres of the forest,
the firrm bas partnered with a kocal business  Advanced Car Pent,
which actively and methodizally implements solutions o ofset the
carbon emissians it generates, in addition 5 SUGH, a new crwd
furding app that raises maoney for urban ‘rewiding' by callecting
donations that can be as litte as 5 USC: So, its a cause anyone can
et behind. 0
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Cedar Wings Magazine — August 2019:
https://issuu.com/clounges/docs/5372g cedar wings 172 120dpi conti/186
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